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BAY COUNTY
OCCUPIES THE CENTER
When it comes to location, Bay
County, Michigan has it all! This community of just over 107,000 residents,
touted as one of America's Top 10 Most
Affordable Metros by Realtor.com, is
nestled in the heart of the Great Lakes
State, located near the base of the beautiful Saginaw Bay on Lake Huron providing access to Lake Huron, the Saginaw
Bay, the Saginaw River, and the second
largest commercial port in Michigan
with access to the St. Lawrence Seaway
& the North American River System.
Bay County has access to multiple
state and U.S. highways, as well as the
second longest North-South interstate
in the country (Interstate 75). Two
airports are located within the region
along with miles of railway. Not to
mention, Bay County (and the State of
Michigan) is geographically located outside of frequently occurring natural disaster areas and is within a single days
truck drive of reaching over two-thirds
of the population of the United States.
Businesses are making use of Bay
County’s strategic location and the ability to access multimodal ports.

General Motors, which has been manufacturing in Bay County for more than a century,
recently invested $183 million in its Bay City Powertrain plant.

Bay County has access to
multiple state and U.S.
highways, as well as the second
longest North-South interstate
in the country (Interstate 75).
Two airports are located
within the region, along with
miles of railway.

Dow Chemical is opening a $100-million Innovation Center at the Heritage Dow Corning Campus (above).
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The Dow Chemical Company reaffirmed their commitment to Bay
County with their announcement of a
$100 million Innovation Center at the
Heritage Dow Corning Campus.
◆ General Motors has been in Bay
County over 100 years and recently
announced an investment of $20 million at the Powertrain Facility. This
announcement came less than a year
after the company announced a $118
million investment into the plant.
◆ Atlas Industrial Development invested
in a 40-acre parcel of predeveloped
property and are constructing a
48,000-square-foot pre-engineering
steel industrial facility on speculation
investing $1.2 million. The building is
being marketed to warehousing and
logistics companies and the remainder
of the acreage will be developed as a
new industrial park.
◆ Port Fisher Terminals is a multi-modal
port, offering vessel, rail, and truck
transportation. Railroad switching
and service to the port is supported
by Lake States Railroad, and Interchanges with CSX, Canadian National
(CN) and Norfolk Southern (NS).
Boasting of 85+ acres and 1,000 feet
of Steel Seawall—Dock Hardwall, this
site is being marketed to companies
looking for the convenience of mul◆
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Port Fisher Terminal (above) is an 85-acre multi-modal port in Bay
County which offers boat, rail and truck transportation. Bay County
has more than 100 parks (Left: Winona Park Downtown Bay City).

Here are Bay County’s Key Attributes:
Less than a 90 minute drive from
Detroit/Windsor; the busiest international crossing in the world with more
than $300 million in trade per day
◆ Interstate 75, one of the longest interstates in the U.S., runs through Bay
County connecting Canada in the
North to the Southern tip of Florida
◆ Proximity to major markets – Detroit,
Chicago, Toronto, Cleveland
◆ Recognized as one of the Top 10
Metro Areas with a population of
less than 200,000
◆ Recognized as a Top 10 Logistics
Leader nationally among the likes of
New Orleans, Louisville, and Houston
◆ Skilled labor with generations of
manufacturing expertise, 12 higher
educational institutions in the region
with training closely aligned with
labor demand
◆ Consistently one of the most affordable communities to live in the U.S.
(Forbes.com and Realtor.com)
◆ Strategic position along the largest
river in the state—Saginaw River—and
Lake Huron
Interested in learning more? Visit
BayFuture.com!

tiple modes of transport with available space for additional warehousing or manufacture.
Bay County has experienced continuous growth in terms of jobs and capital
investment. In 2017 alone, businesses
created hundreds of jobs and invested
over $268 million with support of the
local economic development organization, Bay Future, Inc. The community has
a diverse group of industry clusters,
including advanced manufacturing and
agribusiness. And is home to a wide array
of companies including Fortune 100s, and
technology startups. This traditional bluecollar community celebrates its rich history as a lumber town and boasts some
fantastic white-collar amenities.
These opportunities of business
growth paired with excellent amenities

and a small town feel make Bay County
the essence of Pure Michigan and the
ideal place to live, work, and play. There
are more than 3,200 acres of natural
terrain, over 100 parks, 20+ miles of
trails, 7 public & private golf courses,
and recreational opportunities on the
Saginaw River, Kawkawlin River, and
Saginaw Bay. Downtown Bay City has
seen a spark and revival with developers
continuing to invest in infrastructure
and historical buildings. Take an evening
cruise down the Saginaw River with Bay
City Boat Lines or enjoy a myriad of festivals the community plays host to
along the water. The area is home to
Michigan’s largest antique center, Delta
College Planetarium, and a tri-annual
Tall Ships Celebration—a series of tall
ship races and maritime festivals.

Reproduced with permission from Business Facilities May/June 2018 issue. Copyright © 2018 Group C Media, Inc. All rights reserved.

M AY / J U N E 2 0 1 8

A S P E C I A L S E C T IO N O F B US I NE S S FA C I L I T IE S

PHOTOS: BAY FUTURE

◆

